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ABOUT NATURE TANZANIA
Nature Tanzania is a national conservation Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) with interests in conservation of birds 
and their habitats, community empowerment and engagement, 
research and monitoring. We are using birds as indicators of 
ecosystem health and a tool for biodiversity conservation. 

Our mission is to conserve and restore key biodiversity habitats 
that are identified as Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas 
(IBAs) in Tanzania for the benefit of the present and future 
generations.

Our work and actions are informed by science and focuses on 
four main pillars;
1 Save Species: 
2. Sites and habitats:  
3. Ecological sustainability:  
4. Positive change of peoples’ attitudes

Nature Tanzania works closely with BirdLife International, the 
world’s leader in bird conservation.

This newsletter is published by Nature Tanzania with  support from the 
Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU) 

Black-faced Sandgrouse © Per Holmen

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear members, partners and friends, on behalf of 
Nature Tanzania, I thank you all for your commit-
ment to Nature Tanzania. Especially for this issue, I 
acknowledge Mr. George D’Souza and the African 
Greenland Safaris for their support and commitment 
to bird conservation and monitoring. Let’s move for-
ward with collaborative actions on ground for the 
benefit of current and future generations. Yes we can.. 

I acknowledge the support and collaboration of our 
partners including BirdLife International, Nature and 
Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU), NABU 
International Foundation for Nature, African Bird 
Club (ABC), Crane Conservation Germany, Rwan-
da Wildlife Conservation Association and others.  
.

Happy readings!
John Y. Salehe

Chairman – Nature Tanzania
30th December 2021

A MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Dear members, partners and friends,  I am hap-
py to share with you the 5th  issue of our news-
letter, Kolokolo. In this issue, you will learn the 
progress and updates in the country and interest-
ing bird articles. There is a lot that we can still ex-
plore to help bird conservation and monitoring.   

The support of our members is acknowledged. Please 
support us in recruiting members and be active to sup-
port our initiatives. Kindly contact us for further guid-
ance.  Please stay updated by following our social media 
(Twitter, Facebook) and for our members, please en-
sure you are in our WhatsApp group for daily updates. 

Happy readings!
Emmanuel  F. Mgimwa

Executive Director – Nature Tanzania
30th December 2021

http://www.birdlife.org/
https://web.facebook.com/george.dsouza.334
http://https://africangreenland.com/
http://https://africangreenland.com/
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INTRODUCTION

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 
is globally celebrated twice every 
year (the second Saturdays of May 
and October) to highlight the need 
for international collaboration to 
conserve migratory birds and their 
habitats. WMBD is organized by a 
collaborative partnership among two 
United Nations treaties; the Conven-
tion on Migratory Species (CMS) 
and the African-Eurasian Migra-
tory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) 
and the non-profit organization, 
Environment for the Americas 
(EFTA). {https://www.migratory-
birdday.org/}. The 2021 campaign 
was also actively supported by the 
East-Asian-Australian Flyway Part-
nership (EAAFP) Secretariat and a 
growing number of other dedicated 

NGOs including Nature Tanzania 
and Attraction Birds Conservation 
(ABC).
Bird migration is a wide topic in 
ornithology which despite the good 
work done by many researchers 
there is still much more to study es-
pecially on the migration of birds as 
they move from the breeding areas 
to wintering areas.

Birds are being threatened by anthro-
pogenic activities which are influ-
enced by the increasing human pop-
ulation growth.  Human activities are 
accelerating environmental degrada-
tion, deforestation, pollution, min-
ing, encroachments for agriculture 
and construction of infrastructures, 
increased licensed hunting, illegal 
hunting and killing of birds for alter-

native protein and medicine. These 
impactful factors are contributing 
greatly to loss of bird habitats, loss 
of wintering and breeding areas and 
in particular the loss of stopovers for 
migrating birds. The climate change 
and diseases are also impacting bird 
life at an alarming rate. Larger spe-
cies, such as storks and raptors, face 
the additional risk of collision with 
man-made structures such as pow-
erlines and wind turbines.

Migratory birds
Bird migration is mainly categorized 
into migration within the continent 
as is the case for Intra-African mi-
grants and across continents as is 
the case of Palearctic migrants. Tan-
zania hosts at least 192 palearctic 
migrants (Charles Mlingwa) and a 
good number of Intra-African mi-

grants including Wahlberg’s Eagle, 
Diederik Cuckoo, African Cuckoo, 
Abdim’s Stork, etc}.

Migratory Bird Flyways
Eight Major Global Flyways have 
been recorded. Waterbirds are the 
main users of these flyways as com-
pared to other terrestrial birds. Glob-
al flyway boundaries developed for 
waders were refined using digitized 
range boundaries of all migratory 
species. The methodology used to 
assign species to flyways is as follows: 
(a) they are considered fully migra-
tory by BirdLife; (b) they undertake 
a regular biannual movement; (c) 
they move between a distinct breed-
ing area and a distinct non-breeding 
area; (d) the direction of movement 
is essentially latitudinal (N–S); (e) all 
individuals in a population migrate 
{http://datazone.birdlife.org/sowb/
casestudy/the-flyways-concept-can-
help-coordinate-global-efforts-to-
conserve-migratory-birds}

Tanzania is an important stopover 
and bypass for north-south move-
ments normally during August to 
May. Key stop points include wa-
terbodies along the coast of western 
indian ocean, lakes, rivers, coastal 
forests, tropical and ground-water 
forests, savannah habitats.

WORLD MIGRATORY BIRD DAY & GLOBAL BIG DAY, MAY 2021
THEME: SING, FLY, SOAR LIkE A BIRD!

White Stork© jverde

Migrat ion  fact
The Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica un-
dertakes one of the avian world’s most extraor-
dinary migratory journeys. Recent research re-
veals that some individuals from the East Asia/
Australasia Flyway population made a nonstop 
flight of over 11,000 km, the longest continu-
ous journey that has ever been recorded for a 
landbird.

Key Message in 2021
Migratory birds connect us 
with their unique songs and 
flights, and remind us of the 
importance of working together 
across borders, to protect them

Continues on pg. 6

European Roller © Per Holmen
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RACING TO SAVE THE LONG-BILLED FOREST-WARBLER

   FACTS OF LONG-BILLED FOREST-WARBLER
1. The species prefers habitats that are relatively forest 

opens including canopy gaps, streamlines and forest 
edges above 800m for habitat.

2. The species is a near-endemic species with a small 
population found in Mozambique but the species can 
be reliably found in Amani Nature Forest Reserve (East 
Usambara plateau).

3. The species is listed as a Critically Endangered bird by 
the IUCN RedList.

4. The population estimate is around 50-249 mature indi-
viduals but a follow-up census is recommended.

5. The species has a decreasing population trend due to 
current pressure and threats including unsustainable 
agriculture practises.

6. The species attracts hundreds of tourists to Amani Na-
ture Forest Reserve every year earning the country reve-
nues and income to communities and local tour guides.

The Long-billed Forest-Warber (Artisornis moreaui) is a 
near-endemic and Critically Endangered bird species that 
can be reliably found in Amani Nature Forest Reserve. Recent 
research suggests that Mount Nilo holds a significant propor-
tion of the population.  The species has a low population den-
sity and a small area of suitable habitat. High pressure/threats 
from agriculture, logging and invasive species have resulted 
in rapid alteration and fragmentation of its habitat. Some 
populations are found outside the protected area networks. 

Nature Tanzania and its partners are racing against time to 
save the species from extinction. Through the previous CEPF 
funded project, Nature Tanzania and partners raised aware-
ness, supported sustainable agricultural practises and piloted 
mechanism to control the invasive species, Maesopsis eminii. 

With funding from BMZ and NABU, Nature Tanzania is now 
supporting communities to implement climate-smart agri-
culture to conserve natural forests, increase household in-
come and climate change adaptation. In partnership with the 
University of Dar es Salaam, we are implementing the Biodi-
versity Monitoring (BiMO) project in Amani Nature Reserve. 
We, therefore, invite supporters and partners. 

Nature Tanzania and its partners are appealing for the fol-
lowing to conserve the species and protect its habitat.
1. Purchase of private land/forests with suitable habitat or 

confirmed to host the species.
2. Supporting sustainable agricultural practises and habitat 

restoration programs.
3. Community engagement and awareness raising.
4. Scientific research and advocating for the government’s 

support/commitment.

Please, contact us today to support our East Usambara 
Mountains conservation program.

Long-billed Forest-warbler 

http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/long-billed-forest-warbler-artisornis-moreaui/text
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CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE - AN AppROACH TO IMpROVING SpICE FARMING, 

COMMUNITY LIVELIHOOD, CONSERVATION OF FORESTS  AND BIODIVERSITY

INTRODUCTION
Nature Tanzania has received three-
years  funding from German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) and Na-
ture and Biodiversity Conservation 
Union (NABU) to implement the Af-
riEvolve Project focussing on Capac-
ity Development for Green NGOs 
of Africa. NABU is the BirdLife In-
terntional partner Germany while 
Nature Tanzania is working towards 
joining the BirdLife partnership as 
a BirdLife partner for the United 
Republic of Tanzania. The project 
bring together five other BirdLife 
partners in Africa. These are NATU-
RAMA Foundation (BurkinaFaso), 
SOS Forest (Côte d’Ivoire), Ghana 
Wildlife Society (Ghana) from West 
Africa and Nature Kenya (Kenya) 
and Nature Uganda (Uganda) for 
East Africa.  Nature Tanzania is co-
ordinating activities in Tanzania. 

Each of these NGOs has previously 
piloted Climate Smart Agriculture 
(CSA) with Sourou valley being the 
CSA site in BurkinaFaso, Azagny Na-
tional Park in Côte d’Ivoire, Mogno-
ri near Mole National Park in Gha-
na, Yala swamp in Kenya, Echuya 
Forest Reserve in Uganda and Am-
ani Nature Forest Reserve in Tanza-
nia. The project will lapse in three 
years (March 2021-December 2023).  
The project is contributing to build-
ing the green NGOs’ capacity, share 
skills and knowledge for improved 
civil society cooperation and sup-
port climate change adaptation of 
smallholder farmers through Cli-
mate Smart Agriculture (CSA).

The project targets capacity 
building for organisational de-
velopment; CSA-Supporting 
community members in the pi-
lot areas, conservation of water 
sources, forests and biodiversity.

pROJECT INCEpTION AT 
AMANI,  MUHEZA,  TANGA

As informed in the previous issue of 
Nature Tanzania’s Newsletter,  the CSA 
project component is implement-
ed at Amani where the spice farm-
ing community is largely involved.  

At Amani Nature Forest Reserve in 
Tanzania, the project was success-
fully launched in June 2021 with 
good support from the government 
through Tanga Regional Admin-
istration, Muheza District Coun-
cil, Ward and Village Authorities.  
On the ground, the project is primar-
ily benefitting three villages (Mbo-
mole, Shebomeza and IBC-Msasa) 
neighbouring the Amani Nature  
Forest Reserve.The project will en-
hance community engagement in 
forest and biodiversity conservation.

At Amani Nature Forest Reserve, 
the AfriEvolve CSA project compo-
nent will focus on encouraging good 
farming practices as articulated in 
the CSA Guideline for the United Re-
public of Tanzania: A Country-driv-
en response to climate change, 
food and nutrition insecurity. 

The higlighted practices and technol-
ogies (soil and water conservation, 
agroforestry, conservation agricul-
ture, soil fertility management, crop 
management and crop insurance) 
will be focal  to trainings and prac-
ticals on the ground. The achieve-
ments at the end of the project will 
contribute to making the agricul-
tural sector climate-smart by 2030.

Trees will be planted to suppport 
black pepper. The availability of 
flowering crop plants is an add-
ed advantage to pollinators as this 
will increase the access to sufficient 
nector at the same time trees will 
benefit from pollination services.

Capital at start and mainstreaming 
of any investment has always been a 
great challenge to many farmers.  The 
AfriEvolve CSA project will provide 
soft loans through the established 
Community Revolving Fund (CRF) 
under the agreed guidelines and 
policies and signed contracts. The 
CRF is designed to be sustainable 
and self-sustaining therefore poten-
tialfto benefit commnities for longer 
term even beyond the project life.

 The community continues to partic-
ipate activiely in setting-up the CRF 
System.  The CRF Committee is well 
structured and organized with good 
representation from ward and local 
government authorities; the district, 
region and Nature Tanzania represen-
tatives are also members as advisors. 

Spice farming communities of Shebomeza, IBC-Msasa 
and Mbomole villages together with district officials, 
Amani NR, Malihai Clubs of Tanzania and Nature Tan-
zania (Picture taken after project inception at Amani 

NR Conference Room)

Primary and secondary students are 
one of the key stakehodlders for this 

project.

Habitat fragmentation is one of the key 
feature of the Amani Nature Forest Re-
serve and also a threat for conservation.
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Moreover, trainings on spice farm-
ing, processing, value addition 
techniques, market linkages and 
financial management will be pro-
vided from time to time to en-
sure best results and sustainabili-
ty. Market access and linkages will 
also be supported by the project.

The project will also include con-
servation activities through semi-
nars, monitoring of birds and but-
terflies in the forests and farmland. 
Tree planting will also be conduct-
ed through loan beneficiaries. The 
seminars will among other things 
address the importance of forests 
and biodiversity  to humankind and 
nature, and the neccessity for peo-
ple to protect, preserve and con-
serve forests  through restoration 
(afforestation and reforestation). 

Conservation education will be pro-
vided at different levels ranging from 
primary, secondary schools to the co-
munity in collaboration with Malihai 
Clubs of Tanzania and Amani NR.

Project inception at Muheza District, June 2021

Project inception at IBC-Msasa

Project inception at Shebomeza village

Project inception at Mbomole village: Ms. Grace Bendera raised the 
concern of engaging the already existing groups of spice farmers
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Volunteers at Pugu Forest Reserve. 
They also visited Chanika

Initiatives by Nature 
Tanzania

To mark WMBD 2021 thousands of 
birdwatchers recorded bird sightings 
along major flyways of the world. 
This activity therefore represent one 
of the hig-profile global citizen sci-
ence-event which is supported by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and oth-
er supporters, bringing birdwatchers 
to record sightings via the ebird app, 
.
A close collaboration between Nature 
Tanzania and Attraction Birds Con-
servation (ABC) and other groups 
and individuals contributed to the 
success of this activity in Tanzania. 
A total of 26 teams (80+ participants) 
were organized and visited 30 sites. 
At least 504 bird species were record-
ed from all the visited sites. A com-
pilation of the received checklists 
together with additional checklists  
submitted by other good and keen 
birders at national level summed to 
568 species, this positioned Tanzania 
at 14th position globally; two posi-
tions behind as compared to last year 
in October 2020. ]

Importance of WMBD
Alongside fair competition of bird 
recordings, the recorded data and 
information are quite useful in IBAs 
and KBAs monitoring. The long-
term bird records inform the changes 
in species richness, abundance and 
distribution. Such data provide a pic-
ture of what needs to be done in the 
future to conserve and manage the 
respective sites.  International events 
are useful approaches for seeking 
advocacy, resource mobilizations, 
developing partnership and engag-
ing communities in biodiversity con-
servation. Therefore more of these 
events are required since the conser-
vation of migratory birds depends 
on international collaboration and a 
coordinated conservation response 
along their flyways and stopovers.

Volunteers at SUA: They visited SUA 
Botanical Garden

Volunteers at Kawe Beach, Dar es Salaam

Volunteers at Mungere swamps, Mto 
wa Mbu

Mr. George D’Souza visited Sinya pools 
in Enduimet WMA

Per Holmen and Abdul visited Mererani

ABC members at Engikaret Larks 
plain: They also visited Oldonyo 

Sambu, Arusha

ABC members at Kiligolf, Arusha

Volunteers at Lake Duluti, Arusha

Get ready for Next Global Big 
Day>>>>>9th October 2021

Volunteers at Chama Forest, Arusha

From pg. 2
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Nature Tanzania believes in strong 
partnerships for sustainable nature 
conservation. We are therefore forging 
partnerships with potential partners for 
sustainable conservation of birds and 
their habitats and capacity building. 
This is through the signing and imple-
mentation of Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) for collaboration.  

By June 2021, Nature Tanzania al-
ready signed MoU with the BirdLife 
International, Nature Uganda, Maasai 
Pastoralist Development Organisation 
(MPDO-LARETO), Mpingo Conser-
vation and Development Initiative 
(MCDI), Tanzania Forest Conserva-
tion Group (TFCG), Albertine Rift 
Conservation Society (ARCOS), The 
University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM).

OTHER ONGOING DISCUSSIONS
Discussions are going on for establish-
ing formal collaborations with several 
other organisations including Tanza-
nia Wildlife Research Institute (TAW-
IRI) on bird researches, exchange of 
information and conservation work;  
International Fund for Animal Wel
fare (IFAW) on wildlife conserva-
tion and capacity building; Attrac-
tion Birds Conservation (ABC) on 
bird researches, awareness raising 
and capacity building; Wisdom Train-
ing College in Arusha on capaci-
ty building and awareness raising.

More efforts are going on to en-
sure all signed MoU are implement
ed and those in the discussion are 
signed for implementation soon. 

MEMBERSHIp
Being a membership organisation, 
members define our strength. Efforts 
continue to recruit, engage and retain 
members. Most importantly is to ensure 
the membership is diverse and across 
Tanzania including Zanzibar Islands.

During the reporting period, 50 new 
members joined Nature Tanzania from 
Tanzania’s mainland. With members 
distributed across different parts of 
the country, we can reach more peo-
ple with awareness messages and help 
in citizen science, especially through 

the nationally coordinated bird cen-
sus and monitoring. This will however 
need capacity building for members.

pARTNERSHIp AND MEMBERSHIp UpDATES

Second from left is Ms. Mwanaidi Mus-
sa (New member and Project Officer of 
AfriEvolve) followed by Mr. Peter (New 
member but also staff at TAWA based in 
Arusha). The rest are members of Na-

ture Tanzania

Greater Flamingo at Mungere swamps: 
1000+ individuals were counted

SOME OBSERVED BIRDS DURING WMBD

Greater Flamingo at Mungere swamps

Lesser Flamingo

Gull-billed Terns and Kittlitz’s Plovers at 
Sinya Pools

Participants during the second cohort of 
BiMO in March-April 2021

To join the next Global Big Day
Contact

teamtanzania.birds@gmail.com
+255 753111084 || +255 783580909

JOIN OUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
Our members are our strength. Join our 
membership today and support us to de-
liver conservation work on the ground and 
be part of the global community who loves 
and cares about birds. Your membership 
fee will support our initiatives including the 
BiMO project in the Eastern Arc Mountains.

Membership categories
1. Individual – Tshs 30,000
2. Student – Tshs. 10,000

3. Corporate - $500

For details on new membership or to re-
new one, please contact us through 
+255689111313 or info@naturetanzania.or.tz

Youths are the major workfoce of any 
nation in most sectors. In conservation, 
youths are important stakeholders be-
cause of their energy, committment and 
enthusiasm. Nature Tanzania also be-

lieves in youth members.
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kNOWING OUR ENDEMICS RESIDENT WATERBIRDS

White-backed Duck Thalassornis leuconotus, LC.

© james nasary
© Per Holmen

© Per Holmen© Per Holmen

© Per Holmen

Kilombero Cisticola Cisticola sp.. Black Crake Zapornia flavirostra, LC.

Kilombero Weaver (Ploceus burnieri), VU.

Usambara Weaver Ploceus nicolli, EN

Ashy Starling, Lamprotornis unicolor, LC.

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio, LC.

African Darter Anhinga rufa, LC.

© james nasary

© Per Holmen

© Per Holmen
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Birdwatching  events are important tools 
for bird monitoring as they sometimes 
bring in the missed data from normal 
IBA Monitoring programs. Checklists 
are often not exactly the same for repeat-
ed visits and counts.There are normally 
some slight differences (additions and 
missed species as well). Each birding has 
always been unique and amazing, the 
variation in species list and numbers for 
different dates at the same site provide 
evidence for the changes in that partic-
ular habitat. In fact birds respond differ-
ently to the quality of habitats and so are 
good indicators of environment health.

It takes time to generate a complete 
checklist of a certain place, the process 
may take years as is the case for places 
which host migrants. Bird behaviours 
reflect the possible challenges to be en-
countered in daily records as birds live 
in different ways; some would be nest-
ing while others foraging, playing, hid-
ing and even roosting. It is thus not a 
guarantee that same birds will be found 
exactly at the same place as before, 
though there are exceptions! Variations 
of seasons (wet and dry) also accounts 
for the differences in bird records.

Nature Tanzania encourages, organizes 
and coordinates birdwatching activities 
in places where we have members. This 
is to build capacity to our members in 
bird identification and raise awareness 
about birds conservation by impart-
ing the spirit to value nature and par-
ticipate actively in conservation and 
protection of biodiversity. Birdwatch-
ing events are currently active in Dar 
es Salaam, Arusha, Morogoro, Amani, 
Kongwa, Mpwapwa and Kagera. We ap-
preciate and congratulate all our mem-
bers who do participate in such events. 
Your participation keeps the program 
alive, please keep the passion and spirit.

ACkNOWLEDMENTS
We acknowledge the ongoing close col-
laboration with Attraction Birds Con-
servation (ABC) in preparation of in-
ternational and national birding events 
and in regular birdwatching programs 
especially in Arusha. Their bird iden-
tification experience and guidance to 
potential birding sites is highly appre-
ciated. We also acknowledge the regu-
lar collaboration with Malihai Clubs of 
Tanzania where we have been organiz-
ing birding events in secondary schools 
(Maji ya Chai Secondary School in Aru-
sha), we envisage to reach other schools 
to nurture students to become sensitive 
to biodiversity and environment con-
servation. We also express our sincere 
appreciations to UDSM Birdwatching 
Group which has been very active since 
2013. The persistence under good co-
ordination by Dr. Jasson is highly re-
warding, this group is recommended 
for other new groups to learn the ex-
perience. SUA Birding Group is as well 
congratulated for the volunteerism and 
good representation in Morogoro. All 
members are welcomed to join any of 
these birding groups or even form new 
groups at your place if there is no group.

BIRDWATCHING EVENTS

Birding at Sakila swamps, Arusha. 
June 2021

Birding at Chama Forest in Arusha with 
Attraction Birds Conservation, May 2021

Birding at Kunduchi ruins and 
beach, Dar es Salaam

UDSM Birdwatching Group, June 2021

Some members of UDSM Birdwatching 
Group during  monthly birding, June 

2021

WELCOME FOR BIRDWATCHING
A R U S H A

On Saturdays
+255 753111084 || +255 783580909

D A R  E S  S A L A A M
On first Saturday of each month

+255 758336769

M O R O G O R O
On Saturdays

+255 742947491 || +255 745360048
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DO YOU HAVE A GOOD CONSERVATION IDEA BUT NO FUNDING? READ BELOW ABOUT ABC!

The African Bird Club (ABC) is a UK registered charity with the aims of supporting conservation of birds 
and their habitats in Africa. ABC runs a Conservation Awards Programme that supports small to medium 

sized conservation projects in Africa. Since 1996, it has supported a wide variety of projects including train-
ing courses, research into threatened species and promotion and awareness of conservation issues in Africa. 

The Conservation Awards aims to encourage as wide a range of ideas as possible, and funds approximately 
a maximum of £3,000 per project per year. About 10 -15 Conservation Awards are given each year. Applica-
tions accepted are those from individuals residents of Africa or institutions based in Africa. Many different types 
of projects can be considered so long as there is a clear conservation objective. These could include: survey 
and research into African birds; educational projects or training courses; production of guides to the common 
birds of a country in local languages; interpretation material for nature reserves; other ideas will be considered.

The African Bird Club gives out a smaller number of Expedition Awards up to a maximum of £5,000 each year 
for larger, more ambitious projects. These usually involve proponent travelling to a foreign country to undertake 
the project. Funding for these projects is often obtained from several sources. For more details including dead-
lines for applications please their website https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation-fund-awards. You can 
contact the ABC’s Tanzania Country Representative, Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa through tanzania@africanbirdclub.org                                                                                                      
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OWLS AND ENVIRONMENT
Humans have been fascinated by owls for 
centuries, and even today, people in many 
parts of the world regard them with fear 
and superstition, probably because of their 
strange sounds at night. They are one of the 
cute animals we have in this world. Owls 
are harmless birds that seldom interact 
with humans and help to control rodents’ 
pests. Most owls are strictly nocturnal but 
some are abroad for a few hours in day-
light. There are 16 owl species in Tanzania, 
there are two endemic. Those are Pem-
ba Scops-owl and Usambara Eagle-Owl.

In most parts of Africa, owls have suffered 
killings and fewer conservation efforts be-
cause of superstition. However, in many 
areas where owls were killed, people have 
suffered crop loss as a result of a surge in 
the rodents population. It is therefore clear 
that owls play important services to our life, 
especially in crop production. Their noc-
turnal life should not be the reason to be 
hated or killed. Please help in raising aware-
ness about the owls’ beauty and importance 
to our life. Speak to children and students.

Reference; 
Newman Kenneth. (2003). What’s that 
bird?. Struik. Cape Town.

https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation-fund-awards
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BIRD IDENTIFICATION QUIZ

© James Nasary

© Nature Tanzania

© Per Holmen

© Nature Tanzania

© Nature Tanzania

© Paul Kivuyo

Please send your answers to +255753111084 (WhatsApp)

© Nature Tanzania
© Per Holmen

© Jasson
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OUR pARTNERS AND SUppORTERS

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa is a waterbird 
in Family Anatidae.  The species is listed as 
Vulnerable by the IUCN RedList because the 
recent estimates suggest that the species may 
have undergone a very rapid recent popu-
lation decline. The species is on column A 
(1b1c) of the AEWA agreement. Only few 
hundreds are estimated to remain in the 
wild in Tanzania. International Single Spe-
cies Action Plan  for the conservation of the 
species was developed in 2007 (14 years ago). 

Species feed on benthic invertebrates there-
fore threatened by pollution of key feeding 
and breeding habitats. Arusha National Park 
was one of the important sites for the species 
but recent surveys by Nature Tanzania and 
Attraction Birds Conservation in the park 
have not recorded a single individual. Urgent 
action for species conservation including sur-
veys and protection of key habitats are needed.

In colaboration with the African Greenland 
Safaris, we are planning for field surveys tar-
geting their potential sites for the species in 
June and July 2021. We also remain positive 
to collaborate with other partners for the 
species conservation.

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa © Per Holmen
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EXPERIENCES FROM THE FIELD AND THE WAY FORWARD
The Bird Ringing and Biodiversity Monioring Project (BiMO) continues to train students 
from colleges/universities and members of Nature Tanzania to ensure that conservation 
knowledge is applied widely. Successfull trainees are ambassodors of biodiversity conserva-
tion wherever they go after the training. 

The project has been successful for the last two cohorts; participants from different edu-
cational backgrounds and conservation experiences were trained on how to conduct bird 
researches by using mist netting and point count methods to justify the impacts of invasive 
tree species on bird  species richness, abundance and distribution in forests and the impacts 
of fragmentations on bird species richness and abundance.

Based on previous experiences there is still much to improve. For instane, measuring of 
flower nector is a bit tricky and challenging; this activity requires special refractometers for 
measuring varying volumes of nectar, this is because some flowers do have very little amount 
of nectar. The lack of this equipment and many others lagged us behind in quantification of 
nectar as we wanted to study the influence of flower nectar to flower selection by pollinators.

3rd Cohort: Call for applications will be communicated later through our social me-
dia and website

Requirements for improvemet
1. Tools and Eqipment (See Table below)
2. Financial resources to support delivery of trainings

S/N Item S/N Item
1 Bird ringing kit and rings 2 Mist nets

3 2 Cameras 4 10 (10X42) Binoculars

5 2 GPS 6 10 Raincoats

7 10 Tents 8 10 Rainboots

9 2 Refractometers 10 10 Sleeping matresses/pads

11 A motorcycle for field 
logistics

12 Field guide books (insects, 
herpetofauna, birds, mammals, 
plants

For joining our membership or donating, please contact us through proj-
ects@naturetanzania.or.tz

BIMO: 3RD COHORT NOTICE, SEpTEMBER 2021UPDATES FROM THE 4rd AGM IN 
SEPT 2021 AND 1st EXTRAORDI-

NARY GM IN APR 2021
1st Extraordinary GM, April 

, 2021
The first Extraordinary General Meet-
ing was convened on the 19th April 
2021 online through Zoom Meetings.

Decisions made;
1. Approved audited financial state-
ments for the year ended 2019.
2. Approved the presented sustainability 
plan for the Board of Directors. This is 
by having three members of the current 
Board remaining in the coming Board 
fo three years to bridge /transfer expe-
rience and information with incoming 
members. The other sustainability plan 
was the co-option of Dr. Jasson John, 
(Senior Lecturer, University of Dar Sa-
laam) to the current Board.

Board Members
Board Members in the office are John 
Salehe (Chair), Sirili Ako (General Sec-
retary), Lota Melamari (Honorary Trea-
surer), Gloria Bideberi, Mwanaidi Mk-
wizu, Gloria Bideberi, James Matee and 
Thomas Mbise.

3rd AGM - Sept  2021

The 3rd AGM of Nature Tanzania was 
convened on the 9th September 2021. 
The meeting was convened through 
webinar due to the challenges of 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

During the AGM, The Chair presented 
progress of the organisation and au-
dited financial statements for the year 
ended December 2020 were presented 
by auditors. These were approved by the 
AGM. Also, report of the decisions ap-
proved by the first Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting were presented during the 
4th AGM.

We thank all who had time to partici-
pate and share contributive ideas for the 
growth of our organization. We would 
like to share with you the agreed issues:

The date for the 5th AGM will be shared 
to members in advance.




