


 

 

 

A message from the Executive Director 

2020 is a super year for biodiversity and nature. Here at Nature 

Tanzania, we are committed to working with you all in biodiversity 

conservation. Our members, thank you very much for your support. 

You are the strength of our organization. Our membership base is 

growing. About 30% of our members are engaged in our activities 

and initiatives. This will increase. Our partners, thank you very much 

for your support in 2019 and we are looking for a better partnership 

in 2020 and beyond. I also look forward to more strategic initiatives 

in 2020.  

The year 2020 started with the COVID-19 challenge. To those 

affected, you have our solidarity. Please follow health advises as they 

are given from time to time by your local health authorities and the 

World Health Organization (WHO). It is also important to ensure that 

you get the right information. Don’t forget to enjoy birds and other 

wildlife in your gardens. Nature is our better companion. At Nature 

Tanzania, we are closely monitoring how the COVID-19 will affect 

our important meetings especially the Annual General Meeting 

(AGM). I will share updates in the coming issue. 

 

We are presenting to you the first issue of our quarterly newsletters. 

Here, we will be sharing with you all updates from our work, our 

achievements, plans and stories from the field. I will be happy to 

hear from you on how we can improve these newsletters in future 

time. 

 

I look forward to working with you all to achieve our goals and 

objectives. During this period of Corona Virus, I request you all to 

stay connected to us through our social media, our website, 

+255689111313 or send an email through 

info@naturetanzania.or.tz   

Happy readings! 

 

 

Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa 

Executive Director – Nature Tanzania 

 22nd April 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A mission to save the Grey-crowned Crane to be launched 
Nature Tanzania continues to push the conservation agenda recruiting 

strategic initiatives. In May 2020, we will launch a Grey-crowned 

Conservation project in the Kagera River, Kyerwa district. This work is part 

of the continued partnership between Nature Tanzania and the Nature 

and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU), the BirdLife partner in 

Germany. The project will support a volunteer, Mr. Leonidas Momburi to 

raise awareness of communities and to Local Government Authorities in 

Kyerwa district. Mr. Momburi has been monitoring Crane population in 

Kagera River very closely and he is doing a very good job. Other project 

partners include Crane Conservation Germany (CCG) and Rwanda Wildlife 

Conservation Association (RWCA) 

 

Grey-Crowned Crane are listed as Vulnerable by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). In Tanzania, their population is 

estimated to be 10,000. Limited awareness, hunting, trapping and 

agricultural expansion are the major threats. Nature Tanzania’s base in 

western Tanzania has grown recently. 7 of our members are based in 

Western Tanzania, many at the Minziro Forest Reserve. In the next coming 

months, we will be working closely with NABU, CCG, RWCA, Nature 

Uganda and other partners in the area. Below is a picture of Mr. Momburi 

(with a cap) after rescuing a crane fledgling from the children. The bird 

re-joined with its family. 
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Long-billed Forest Warbler: New Hope, but more 

efforts needed 

There is hope in the protection of the Long-billed Forest Warbler 

(LBFW) but we still have to work harder to protect the Long-billed 

Forest Warbler (LBFW) in Tanzania. Nature Tanzania continues to 

work with partners, local farmers, local communities, local 

government authorities, NGOs and academic institutions to help 

sustainable conservation of the LBFW and its habitats. The LBFW, an 

endemic and Critically Endangered bird found at East Usambaras 

Mountains (EUM).  In the East Usambaras, the species is found in the 

forest edges where natural forests meet with farmlands. The major 

threats there are unsustainable agricultural activities and the invasive 

species, Maesopsis eminii and limited awareness. 

 

Through funding from the Critical Ecosystem 

 Partnership Fund (CEPF), Nature Tanzania and partners have been 

working to address the major conservation challenges. The project 

piloted control of the invasive Maesopsis eminii, built capacity of the 

communities and local farmers on sustainable agricultural practices, 

raised awareness and supported alternative livelihoods. $3,347 was 

invested in sustainable alternative livelihoods that are friendly to 

biodiversity conservation benefiting 580 (262 Females) community 

members. 2.1 ha of Maesopsis eminii dominated forest restored with 

indigenous trees. 31 local farmers (10 females) were trained in 

sustainable agricultural practices. 6 community members are now 

practicing agroforestry which are friendlier with the conservation of 

LBFW, a great milestone.   

 

Strong support and commitment now exist at the community level. 

This was achieved after the awareness raising program by the 

Tanzania Forest Conservation Group (TFCG). A total of 1,000 

brochures and 200 posters were produced in Swahili language and 

distributed. Radio programs, blogs, newspapers and articles were 

also used to raise awareness reaching 2 million people at the national 

level.  

                
Students participating in weekly bird walks at Amani Nature Reserve 

 

Great achievements from the project gives hope but there is a need 

for a long term project and financing to replicate the results. Please 

contact us today for support.  

 

 

Lake Natron Tourism Development Plan (TDP) 

launched 
BirdLife International and the Government of Tanzania (Arusha 

Regional Administrative Secretary – RAS) are celebrating launching of 

the Lake Natron TDP in March 2020. The document has been 

developed acknowledging the importance of ecotourism activities 

conducted at Lake Natron and the benefit it has to the economy of 

local communities and the government of Tanzania. It was developed 

in participatory means receiving all round endorsements. The 

document is housed and owned by the Arusha Regional 

Administrative Secretary (RAS) office. On behalf of the Arusha RAS and 

other project partners, BirdLife International is calling for support and 

collaboration in the implementation of priority activities in the TDP. 

 

  
KNOWING OUR VISITING (MIGRATORY) BIRDS

 
Spotted Ground-thrush, Geokichla guttata – Endangered 

Uncommon Intra-African migrant. It has a very small and severely 

fragmented area of occupancy, its wooded habitat continues to be 

degraded and destroyed. It breeds in Rondo Plateau, STz. 

 

 
White Stork – Ciconia ciconia – Vulnerable 

Palearctic migratory bird. In Tanzania, the species is threatened by hunting 

for food along its migration route. Conservation initiatives ongoing at Bahi 

wetlands, Dodoma, Tanzania. 

APRIL 2020 – ISSUE 1 



 

Do you have a good conservation idea but no funding? Read below about ABC 

The African Bird Club (ABC) is a UK registered charity with the aims of supporting conservation of birds and their habitats in Africa. ABC runs a 

Conservation Awards Programme that supports small to medium sized conservation projects in Africa. Since 1996, it has supported a wide variety 

of projects including training courses, research into threatened species and promotion and awareness of conservation issues in Africa. The 

Conservation Awards aims to encourage as wide a range of ideas as possible, and funds approximately a maximum of £3,000 per project per year. 

About 10-15 Conservation Awards are given each year. Applications accepted are those from individuals residents of Africa or institutions based in 

Africa. Many different types of projects can be considered so long as there is a clear conservation objective. These could include: survey and research 

into African birds; educational projects or training courses; production of guides to the common birds of a country in local languages; 

interpretation material for nature reserves; other ideas will be considered.  The African Bird Club gives out a smaller number of Expedition 

Awards up to a maximum of £5,000 each year for larger, more ambitious projects. These usually involve proponent travelling to a foreign country 

to undertake the project. Funding for these projects is often obtained from several sources. For more details including deadlines for applications 

please their website https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation-fund-awards. You can also contact the ABC’s Tanzania Country Representative, 

Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa through tanzania@africanbirdclub.org                                                                                                         

MEMBERS TAKING ACTIONS! 
Committed and active members are the strength of the organization. Here 

at Nature Tanzania, we are very proud of you, our members. Your efforts in 

raising birds’ awareness to people around you are highly appreciated. In 

this quarter, we would like to share with you a story of one of our members, 

Mr. Baslewic Mark. Mr. Mark is one of our young member based in Serengeti 

National Park as a tour guide. He is also a member of the Attraction Birding 

Club (ABC). While Mr. Mark has a busy schedule guiding tourists, he always 

finds a time to share knowledge and skills with people around him. Sharing 

is caring! 

 

In the picture below, Mr. Mark was speaking with students on practical 

training at Serengeti National Park. The discussion there included birds’ 

conservation, bird tourism and the role of young people in the conservation 

and protection of birds in Tanzania. The students were also invited to join 

Nature Tanzania’s membership. Well done Baslewic Mark. 

 
We are working on a number of initiatives that will increase engagement of our 

members in biodiversity conservation, monitoring and awareness raising. In the 

meantime, you can also share with us pictures of actions you are taking in your 

area to be featured in our next issue. Could be in the office, at school, at garage 

or at home. 

 

 

KNOWING OUR ENDEMICS 

 
Usambara Double-collared Sunbird - Endemic to South Pare and 

Usambara Mountains, Tanzania 

 
Beesly Lark - Endemic to Northern Tanzania 

 
Usambara Eagle-Owl – Endemic to Eastern Arc Mountains 

 

APRIL 2020 – ISSUE 1 

WHAT ARE SDGs 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are set of universal goals, targets 

and indicators that call action to end poverty, protect the planet and 

ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. They 

address the global challenges we face, including those related to 

environmental degradation, poverty, and climate change. 

https://tinyurl.com/hepclrn  
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Rosy Starling, First record for Tanzania! 
By Kevin Mlay 

On the 9th September 2019, a bright Monday and another exciting day, I 

was driving my clients to a wildlife safari in Tarangire National Park, 

Ngorongoro and Serengeti 9 for days. Arriving at Nanja area, around 

10:30 am, we stopped there at the Maasai market selling cattle and Goats. 

Nanja area is about 45 km driving distance from Arusha. It is on the way 

to Makuyuni, a famous junction leading to the famous national parks in 

Northern Tanzania including Tarangire, Serengeti and Ngorongoro 

Conservation area. 

 

As I was trying shooing away aggressive window sellers from clients, I saw 

this bird, the Rosy Starling (Pastor roseus), just to my left while in the car. 

Seeing that striking odd bird, my heart felt like stopping because it was 

an unusual bird that looked like a small Pied Crow. My legs were shaking 

and fumbling to get my camera out of its bag, and bang got the rare shot! 

The bird was aggressive towards any other birds feeding on the dumping 

site. Other birds were Red-billed Buffalo Weaver and Superb Starling. 

Nanja area is also famous for the Eluanata Dam, an Important Birding Area 

(IBA). 

 

 
 

Commenting on the record, Mr. Adam Scott Kennedy said “Fantastic 

record. This is the second I know of for East Africa and first for Tanzania. 

The previous one was in breeding plumage (like this one) and was seen in 

the Maasai Mara, Kenya, just a few years ago.” Many other birders have 

ever since twitched the bird including members of the Attraction Birding 

Club (ABC) and Mr. Per Holmen. According to Neil Baker, there are 3 

previous sightings of the bird, in Ethiopia, South Africa and one in Kenya. 

What an amazing bird passing through Tanzania as a vagrant. 

 

Mr. Kevin Mlay is a keen member of Nature Tanzania. He owns a birding 

safari called Natural Life Experience and has a guiding experience of over 

20 years in Tanzania and East Africa.  

 

               

 

A look at International Celebrations!! 

1. World Wildlife Day 2020 

The 3rd of March is celebrated as a World Wildlife Day (WWD). In 2020, 

Nature Tanzania participated in the national WWD celebrations held at 

the College of Africa Wildlife Management, MWEKA in Moshi. The theme 

was "Sustaining all life on Earth". The celebration was attended by the 

Minister of Natural Resources and Tourism, Hon. Dr. Hamis Kigwangala 

and his deputy Mr. Constantine Kanyasu among other national leaders.  

 

             
 

Together with good discussions and exhibitions, Nature Tanzania was 

honoured to deliver a vote of thanks and closing remarks before the 

Minister and the delegations. They were delivered by our chairman, Mr. 

John Salehe. Nature Tanzania remains committed to work and support 

the government of Tanzania in wildlife conservation. 

 

2. International Wetland Day 2020 

On the 5th of February every year, the world comes together to celebrate 

the wetlands.  The day is used to raise global awareness about the vital 

role of wetlands for people and our planet. On that date, 5th February, 

the Convention on Wetlands was adopted in 1971, in the Iranian city of 

Ramsar. The theme for 2020 wetlands day was “Wetlands and 

Biodiversity” 

 

In celebrating the day in 2020, Nature Tanzania conducted a public 

lecture at the Arusha Wisdom Training College. A total of 60 students 

and teachers were reached. The discussions included the ecosystem 

services provided by wetlands to our life and the economy.  Our work in 

the Bahi wetlands, Dodoma and Lake Natron in Arusha were highlighted. 

Good discussions were conducted and lots of learning. To get more and 

closer to nature, a bird walk in connection with celebrations was 

conducted at Arusha National Park 14th Feb 2020. 

 

               
The platform was also used to profile our partners and supporters. These 

include the Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU), the 

Darwin Initiative, the African Bird Club (ABC) the Critical Ecosystem 

Partnership Fund (CEPF) and others. With the COVID-19 challenge, all 

public lectures are cancelled until further notice. Please check our social 

media for updates. 
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JOIN OUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 
Our members are our strength. Join our membership today and 

support us to deliver conservation work on the ground and be part 

of the global community who loves and cares about birds. 

Membership categories 

1. Individual – Tshs 30,000 

2. Student – Tshs. 10,000 

3. Corporate - $500 

For details on new membership or to renew one, please contact us 

through +255689111313 or info@naturetanzania.or.tz   or visit our 

website, www.naturetanzania.or.tz  

mailto:info@naturetanzania.or.tz
http://www.naturetanzania.or.tz/


 

Keeping Chickens, Saving White Storks! 
There is a famous myth that White Stork carries babies. The other myth 

associated with White Storks is fidelity because the birds are widely believed 

to mate for life. Well, those are not stories for today. But we all know how 

White Storks are beautiful birds when flying above our heads or in our 

grasslands on route south or going back North. While on route, White 

Storks face many conservation challenges including hunting for food and 

sports as well as habitat degradation and destruction. To protect the species 

in Tanzania, Nature Tanzania and Nature and Biodiversity Union (NABU) 

initiated a project to raise awareness and support alternative livelihoods at 

Bahi wetlands in Tanzania. 

 
White Storks are migratory birds from Europe visiting us in Africa and 

Tanzania from December to May. Bahi wetland is one of the important 

stopping sites for the White, there they usually feed on insects “fuelling” for 

the next flight. However, hunting of the birds is very common at Bahi 

wetlands threatening their conservation. Unsustainable agriculture and 

expansion is also affecting food availability for the birds. To protect the 

species there, Nature Tanzania and NABU supported the establishment of a 

Site Support Group (SSG), the NaguloBahi Surungai Conservation Group, 

and supported them with a poultry farming project to provide alternative 

income and an additional source of protein among other activities. 600 

chickens were supported by the project. Furthermore, 11 White Stork 

Champions from primary and secondary schools were recruited and 

supported. We have also raised awareness for White Stork conservation to 

fishermen, farmers and other community groups. These champions and the 

SSG make a stronger local team working to support White Stork 

conservation at Bahi wetlands. Monitoring of the poultry farming shows 

good progress but more efforts are needed to reach other villages.  

 

BIRD ID QUIZ 
How is your bird ID capacity? Please try to identify the following birds. 

Pass this to your friend and motivate them to go out more and learn 

about birds. ENJOY! 
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Birding at Kiligolf, Arusha 
By Per Holmen 

 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird from Kiligolf 

The greater Arusha region is a fantastic birding destination with more than 

630 species of birds recorded. Several endemic species to Tanzania like 

Beesley´s Lark, Ashy Starling, Rufous-tailed Weaver and Broad-ringed 

White-eye can be found within easy reach from Arusha town. Some of my 

favourite birding spots include Arusha National Park, Tarangire National 

Park, the Lark Plains at Engikaret, Oldonyo Sambo, Lake Duluti, Danish 

Forest, a newly discovered area on the road from Merarani towards the 

Masai steppe and of course Kilimanjaro Golf and Wildlife estate (Kiligolf) 

where I live. 

This article is about the latter and some of the species of birds to be 

expected there. Kiligolf is an estate located roughly 6 km from the small 

town of Usa River, it is a privately held estate but more or less open to the 

public. The estate is about 1,040 acres big and only about 50 of the 

planned 300 or so houses are currently built leaving plenty of space for 

our feathered friends. As the name indicates, the main feature of the 

estate is the international recognised golf course. A more or less hidden 

secret is the prolific bird life on the estate. I have personally recorded more 

than 200 species of birds here. About 20 of them are endemic to Eastern 

or North-Eastern Africa. A morning walk and an afternoon walk can easily 

yield 100 + species of birds. A good place to start is at the clubhouse of 

Kiligolf. The easiest is actually to just walk the golf course itself. There are 

2 routes, the upper 9 holes and the lower 9 holes.  

 

 From the Clubhouse itself, it is easy to find the near endemic Yellow-

collared Lovebird usually located in the nearby acacia trees or on the roof 

of the clubhouse itself. The main water feature in front of the Clubhouse 

holds Giant, Malachite and Pied Kingfishers. As you walk the course 

starting at hole 1, you will find many birds including Magpie Shrike, Pale 

(Abyssinian) White-eye, Red-faced Crombec, Crimson-rumped Waxbill 

etc. Check flowering bushes for Sunbirds including Scarlet-chested, 

Marico, Amethyst, Variable, Collared and Bronzy. On the main water 

feature on hole 2 scan for Greater Painted Snipe. I have seen as many as 

5 of them there. As you walk along birds to find includes Bare-eyed 

Thrush, Red-faced Cisticola, Steel-blue Whydah, Southern Red Bishop 

and Grey-headed Silverbill.  

 
Yellow-collared Lovebird can easily be seen at Kiligolf 

I have recorded as many as 6 species of Cuckoos on the estate, the most 

common ones and always very vocal are Diederik, Klaas´s and Red-

chested. When you come to hole number 6, you can cut across through 

the driving range and go back to the Clubhouse. It is nice to sit there 

under the shade of a tree in the heat of the day and watch the main water 

feature for birds. You can test your identifying skills here on the 

numerous Swifts and Swallows in the air.  

Contd. Page 7 

  
Nubian Woodpecker (L) and Pangani Longclaw (R) are some of the birds found at Kiligolf, Arusha 

SDGs related to Nature Tanzania’s work 
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Birding at Kiligolf - Contd. Page 6 

The clubhouse also serves a range of refreshments including 

lunch and beverages. In the afternoon, walk the lower 9 holes. 

The habitat here changes and at the many water features at the 

bottom of the golf course look out for water birds such as 

Herons, Egrets, Jacanas, Hamerkops and Kingfishers. Nubian 

Woodpecker, Pangani Longclaw, Purple Grenadier, Red-cheeked 

and Blue-capped Cordonbleu, Pallid Honeyguide, Red-backed 

Mannikin, Long-tailed Fiscal, Vitelline Masked and Chestnut 

Weavers, Grey-headed Kingfisher, Orange-breasted Bushshrike 

and the never quiet White-bellied Go-away-bird can easily be 

seen. The most common raptor on the estate is Gabar Goshawk, 

although it is not uncommon to see Little Sparrowhawk, Black-

winged Kite, Long-crested Eagle and African Fish Eagle. At night 

the car alarm call of the Slender-tailed Nightjar is heard 

everywhere. It is fun to go out with a torch at night and spot this 

bird. Other wildlife on the estate includes Impalas, Common 

Duikers, Kirk´s Dik Dik and Leopard Tortoise.  

 

Spotted Palm-Thrush from Kiligolf, Arusha 

Per Holmen is a keen member of Nature Tanzania. For a full list 

of birds registered on the estate send e-mail to 

holmenp@gmail.com. Per Holmen can also arrange for guided 

walks on the estate.            

    

 To improve women’s capacity, the project supported a knowledge exchange visit 

to Arusha, Tarangire and Karatu for the Engaresero and Oldonyo Lengai women. 

There, they were able to acquire additional skills and knowledge on the successful 

management and operation of tourism business. The women were also able to 

identify five other additional markets in Tarangire, Karatu, Arusha, Meserani and 

Mto wa Mbu increasing their sales outside their traditional market. 2 booths for 

the sale of Maasai beads have been constructed benefiting 320 women at 

Engaresero and Oldonyo Lengai villages. 

The Lake Natron Ecotourism project has also supported stakeholders in the 

development of Lake Natron Tourism Plan (TDP) setting a tourist carrying capacity 

of 10,000 per year; trained 43 young people including 39 tour guides in IBA 

monitoring (using State, Pressure, and Response); planted 7,500 indigenous tree 

seedlings and developed a Catchment Action Plan (CAP) for Pinyinyi and 

Engaresero rivers and is being implemented. The project has also raised awareness 

on the Lake Natron value and ecotourism potential has been raised through radio, 

TV and newspaper reaching a total of 6.8 million people across the country and 

1,000,000 in East Africa. Water quality monitoring is also ongoing. 

 
One of the constructed booth at Engaresero village 

As a result of the CRF and from the additional sales from the 5 new markets at 

Tarangire, Arusha, Meserani, Mto wa Mbu and Karatu, the average monthly income 

has increased from $50 to $68 for men; from $60 to 72$ for women and from $70 

to $75 for youths. It is expected that 500 people (200 women, 200 youth – 

including 40 guides and 100 men) will benefit from the CRF by end of the project 

and that the fund will grow by 10%. The CRF will continue providing sustainable 

funding benefiting locally owned business even after the project end. 

 
Handing over of CRF cheque to the EECDI at Engaresero village. 

Lake Natron a shallow soda lake in the East African Rift System, 113 km northwest 

of Arusha. The lake is the most important breeding site in the World for the Lesser 

Flamingo. East Africa has 1.5-2.5 million lesser flamingos - representing 75% of the 

global population of the species - and all of them are hatched at Lake Natron. The 

site is located in 3 districts of Ngorongoro, Monduli and Longido in the Arusha 

Region, Tanzania. 

Sustainable financing model for local tourism 

business at Lake Natron: Improving livelihoods 
Locally owned tourism businesses at Lake Natron are now 

benefitting from the established Community Revolving Fund 

(CRF) worth of £6,500 at Lake Natron in the form of soft loans 

improving business and ensuring quality services are delivered 

to tourists visiting Lake Natron.  

With funding from the Darwin Initiative, BirdLife International, 

the Government of Tanzania, Nature Tanzania and other partners 

are implementing the Eco-tourism business project at Lake 

Natron Ramsar Site in Tanzania. Through sustainable ecotourism 

business, the 3 years project (July 2017 – June 2020) is improving 

community livelihoods and conserve biodiversity in the area. The 

project is implemented at Lake Natron Ramsar Site in Tanzania, 

East Africa. Lake Natron and Engaruka are listed by BirdLife 

International as an Important Bird Area (IBA). Until recently, it was 

listed as an IBA in Danger - as a result of the long standing soda 

ash mining threat. 

Before CRF operation, training on business management and 

effective utilization and disbursement of the revolving fund was 

conducted reaching 252 people (152 women, 71 youths and 29 

men). The training provided the community with knowledge and 

skills in effective business management and loan utilization. The 

CRF is sub-granted to the Engaresero Eramatare Community 

Development Initiative (EECDI).   
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