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A message from Chairman 

Dear members, partners and friends, on behalf of Nature Tanzania, I 

convey my sincere condolences on the sad demise of His Excellency 

Benjamin William Mkapa, The Third President of the United Republic 

of Tanzania. Our heartfelt condolences and deepest sympathy are 

due to the People of the United Republic of Tanzania and the 

bereaved family members. We will remember Mkapa’s strongest 

contribution to the conservation and environment sector such as 

being the Deputy Chair of the Board of Trustees African Wildlife 

Foundation (globally) since 2006. We will miss him dearly and for 

sure his legacy will live on. 

 

Dear members, I would like to bring to your attention that our 3rd 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) is scheduled for the 13th August 

2020. Due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, we will 

convene the meeting virtually through Zoom Meetings. This will also 

allow our abroad members to participate. Our active members and 

partners will receive private communication with details on how to 

join the meeting via Zoom Meetings. Please renew your membership 

or join us today. This year’s AGM is very important in terms of 

making decisions, please don’t plan to miss. 

 

I acknowledge and thank the financial and technical support we are 

receiving/received from African Bird Club, BirdLife International, 

Crane Conservation Germany (CCG), Critical Ecosystem Partnership 

Fund (CEPF) and Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union 

(NABU). I thank you all who are committed to making Nature 

Tanzania stronger and better. For inputs please don’t hesitate to 

contact our Executive Director, Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa.  

 

Happy readings! 

 

Mr. John Salehe 

Chairman – Nature Tanzania 

 28th July 2020 

 

 
Usambara Weaver – Endemic to West Usambara Mountains, 

Tanzania. 

 

 

 
 

A message from the Executive Director 
I am delighted that our newsletter project is taking off, thank you for 

your feedback on the first quarter newsletter. At Nature Tanzania, we 

continue to work towards achieving our mission and vision and we 

are very grateful for the support we are receiving from you all. The 

second quarter of 2020 has not been very easy due to COVID-19 

impacts. As for most of the business and organizations, our working 

setting was disrupted and most of the field operations and activities 

were postponed. Following the uplift of restrictions by the 

government, we are happy to inform you that we have now resumed 

office working and field activities since 1st July 2020. Please keep safe. 

 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, we have successfully improved our 

systems and process to become more effective. Forging partnerships 

with potential partners is ongoing. We have just launched 2 initiatives 

that will increase member engagement. These are the Birds Working 

Group and Biodiversity Monitoring (BiMO) in the Eastern Arc 

Mountains project funded by membership fees from our members 

and other donations. Plans to give our newsletter a name are 

underway with Kolokolo – Swahili name for the Long-billed Forest 

Warbler (CR) being proposed and will be approved by the 3rd AGM. 

I thank and acknowledge the support of our members, we are 

growing. Our membership base now constitutes of 151 members. Our 

ambition is to reach 500 members by the end of 2020. Yes, with your 

support, we can surpass this target. Please support us in recruiting 

members to support our initiatives including the BiMO project. Kindly 

contact info@naturetanzania.or.tz for further guidance. We are 

looking forward to working with you all in the 3rd quarter and looking 

forward to meeting you all (virtually) on the 3rd AGM. Happy readings! 

Emmanuel Mgimwa 

Executive Director – Nature Tanzania 

28th July 2020 
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The amazing dragonfly migration and the falcons 

that follow it! 

By Ethan Kinsey 

I think one of the most interesting applications of understanding 

what causes our weather is how it applies to some amazing 

phenomena. I think one of the most interesting is how a 

dragonfly species uses the winds created by the Intertropical 

Convergence Zone (ITCZ) to fly from India to East Africa and back. 

Dragonflies are one of the most efficient and amazingly designed 

predators. Their larvae eat mosquito larvae and the adults prey 

on adult mosquitos as well as a lot of other small insects so they 

play an incredibly important role in the environment. One species 

of dragonfly called the Globe Skimmer has evolved behavior to 

exploit the wet season in East Africa and the wet season in India. 

The rain brings about an increase in insect populations which is 

their prey but also breeding sites also known as puddles that 

don’t have predatory fish in them because they are temporary. Its 

life cycle in the larval stage has sped up so that it can reproduce 

quickly in puddles caused by rain instead of permanent water, 

but it has also figured out how to cross the Indian Ocean. 

You might know that because of the Earth’s tilt and rotation 

around the sun, the band of low pressure and rain is moving 

towards the northern tropic. In addition to creating rain where it 

goes, it also creates wind, and these little dragonflies have figured 

out how to use these winds to get back and forth taking 

advantage of when their prey population is highest. Using these 

winds, they can get from the Maldives to the East African coast in 

as little as 4 days. The round trip is somewhere between 14,000 

and 18,000 km and takes at least 4 generations. This is more than 

double the distance that the famous North American Monarch 

butterfly migrates. 

These dragonflies have unfortunately not escaped from 

predators and especially one migrant bird called the Amur falcon. 

The Amur falcon breeds in eastern Asia and also time its 

migration to Southern Africa to take advantage of the same 

winds and also to travel with an amazing food source. Amur 

falcons also migrate into southern Africa to take advantage of the 

explosion of insects that emerge during the wet season. We still 

have a lot to learn about the dragonfly migration and I don’t 

know if there’s a satellite transmitter small enough and cheap 

enough to put on a dragonfly’s back, but we do have satellite 

transmitters on some Amur falcons.  

 
Contd. Page 10 

 KNOWING OUR VISITING (MIGRATORY) BIRDS

 
Ruff – Palearctic migrant 

 
Northern Wheatear – Palearctic migrant 

 
Southern Pochard – most are Intra African migrants from S. Africa 

 
Sedge Warbler – Palearctic migrant 
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Do you have a good conservation idea but no funding? Read below about ABC 

The African Bird Club (ABC) is a UK registered charity with the aims of supporting conservation of birds and their habitats in Africa. ABC runs a 

Conservation Awards Programme that supports small to medium sized conservation projects in Africa. Since 1996, it has supported a wide variety 

of projects including training courses, research into threatened species and promotion and awareness of conservation issues in Africa. The 

Conservation Awards aims to encourage as wide a range of ideas as possible, and funds approximately a maximum of £3,000 per project per year. 

About 10-15 Conservation Awards are given each year. Applications accepted are those from individuals residents of Africa or institutions based in 

Africa. Many different types of projects can be considered so long as there is a clear conservation objective. These could include: survey and research 

into African birds; educational projects or training courses; production of guides to the common birds of a country in local languages; 

interpretation material for nature reserves; other ideas will be considered.  The African Bird Club gives out a smaller number of Expedition 

Awards up to a maximum of £5,000 each year for larger, more ambitious projects. These usually involve proponent travelling to a foreign country 

to undertake the project. Funding for these projects is often obtained from several sources. For more details including deadlines for applications 

please their website https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation-fund-awards. You can also contact the ABC’s Tanzania Country Representative, 

Mr. Emmanuel Mgimwa through tanzania@africanbirdclub.org                                                                                                       

IBA Monitoring Project in Tanzania 
Data is very important for effective conservation and management of 

biodiversity. Nature Tanzania continues to work with partners in ensuring 

reliable data is collected and used. We are happy to have received funding 

from the African Bird Club (ABC) to implement the Important Bird and 

Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) monitoring project in Tanzania using state, 

pressure and response. The project will be implemented in Arusha and 

Dar es Salaam regions. Specific IBAs to monitored include Eluanata Dam 

(TZ022), Arusha National Park (TZ001), Lake Natron Ramsar Site (TZ031) 

and Dar es Salaam coast (TZ021). Forests within the University of Dar es 

Salaam Mwalimu J K. Nyerere campus will also be monitored. 

The project is aiming at collecting data for updating the World Bird 

Database (WBDB). Together with that, the project is aiming at building 

capacity of youths and interested parties on bird conservation in both 

sites. We will use the IBA monitoring framework which provides a 

standardised way to assign scores for the threats to IBAs (‘Pressure’), 

the condition of IBAs (‘State’) and conservation actions taken at IBAs 

(‘Response’). 

 
IBAs of Tanzania (BirdLife International) 

 

A training on IBA monitoring will be organized and conducted to at 

least 15 youths in Arusha and 20 students in Dar es Salaam respectively. 

However, there might be some slots for our active members to 

participate in the IBA monitoring training. Please contact us through 

info@naturetanzania.or.tz if you are interested to participate in this 

training. The project will also communicate the importance of IBA for 

biodiversity conservation will be made to the government, private 

sector, academic institutions and other potential stakeholders. Nature 

Tanzania will lead this project and will be responsible for Arusha 

activities. Dr. Jasson John will coordinate activities in Dar es Salaam. 

Data and information collected will be shared with different 

stakeholders including the Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute 

(TAWIRI), BirdLife International among others. Project results will be 

compiled and used to update specific IBAs in the WBDB. 

KNOWING OUR ENDEMICS 

 
Rubeho Akalat - Endemic to Rubeho Mountains, Tanzania 

 
Usambara Weaver - Endemic to Easterm Arc Mountains of Tanzania 

 
Pemba Scops-Owl – Endemic to Pemba Islands 
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UPDATES AND NOTICES! 

Notice 1: Invitation to the 3rd AGM! 

Nature Tanzania is hereby inviting all active members to the 3rd 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) to be held on the 13th of August 

2020 through Zoom Meetings. Being a membership NGO, Nature 

Tanzania convenes annual meetings bringing members together 

and make important decisions for the growth of the organization.  

We take this opportunity to welcome you all to our 3rd AGM. 

Zoom Meeting ID will be shared to all active members in advance. 

Please contact our secretariat for joining our membership. 

 

Notice 2: Resume of field activities! 
Dear members, we have resumed bird walks and field operation 

activities from 1st July 2020. This is following the uplift of 

government restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Please follow our social media platforms and our WhatsApp 

group for updates on coming activities. 

 
Bird walk participants at Lake Duluti, Arusha. 

 

Update 1: World Bird Database (WBDB), Tanzania profile 

We are happy to inform you that Nature Tanzania is now 

responsible for the updating of the WBDB Tanzania profile after 

training from BirdLife International. We will be working with key 

partners in Tanzania to ensure Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas (IBAs) are monitored and information on the WBDB is 

updated regularly. If you have any information related to IBA 

work in Tanzania, please contact us through 

projects@naturetanzania.or.tz  We thank BirdLife International 

for the continued support and collaboration and request all of 

you to support this noble initiative. 

Update 2: BirdLife – Nature Tanzania transition! 

BirdLife International has handed over its Tanzania activities as a 

transition, to Nature Tanzania since 1st July 2020. This is following 

the completion of its Lake Natron Eco-tourism project with 

tremendous success. Nature Tanzania is working towards 

meeting the BirdLife criteria to become the Tanzanian BirdLife 

International partner in the future. However, through a signed 

MoU with BirdLife, Nature Tanzania will work to ensure BirdLife 

International initiatives are well represented in Tanzania and 

maintain progress and sustainability. This includes the 

Community Revolving Fund (CRF) activity at Lake Natron. We 

congratulate BirdLife International for the huge achievement and 

success in their Tanzania operation and their commitment to 

nature conservation across the globe.  

 NEW INITIATIVES – MEMBERSHIP ENGAGEMENT 
Nature Tanzania continues recruiting strategic initiatives to 

engage its members. We are happy to inform you that we are 

launching 2 initiatives to increase the engagement of our members 

in biodiversity conservation. These are; 

 

Birds Working Group  
Birds Working Group is the first professional group for Nature 

Tanzania established to support Nature Tanzania’s vision and 

mission. The Working Group will provide a platform where active 

members can discuss, plan and engage on birds/IBA conservation, 

advancing birds research, fundraising under the umbrella of 

Nature Tanzania. We will be in touch with active members with ToR 

and guidance on how to join. We hope that this working group will 

help Nature Tanzania achieve more, now with your support. 

Biodiversity Monitoring (BiMo) in the Eastern Arc 

Mountains Project 
The BiMO project is another initiative established to increase 

members' engagement. It will be funded by membership fees 

(from you, our esteemed members) and will be implemented 

voluntarily by active members in partnership with the University of 

Dar es Salaam (UDSM). Our active members and students from the 

UDSM will implement the project voluntarily. Through MoU (in the 

final stages of discussion), UDSM will provide researchers and 

professors to mentor members and students in the field. The 

project has scientific research objectives (data collection), capacity 

building to members (citizen-science) and knowledge exchange 

and transfer objective.  

 

The project will be implemented at Amani Nature Forest Reserve 

in the East Usambara Mountains as a starting point. This initiative 

will support the collection of scientific data needed for 

conservation, management and fundraising. It will also provide a 

platform where our active members will participate in birds 

research, improve their capacity and networking. The project 

information will benefit both communities living adjacent to the 

forest and the Amani Nature reserve managed by Tanzania Forest 

Services Agency (TFS). Our secretariat and UDSM will provide you 

with further guidance on this project. Please renew your 

membership and help us bring more members so that this project 

can be a flagship and a long term initiative.  

Please see page 10 for more details about BiMO Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN OUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 
Our members are our strength. Join our membership today 

and support us to deliver conservation work on the ground 

and be part of the global community who loves and cares 

about birds. Your membership fee will support our initiatives 

including the BiMO project in the Eastern Arc Mountains. 

Membership categories 

1. Individual – Tshs 30,000 

2. Student – Tshs. 10,000 

3. Corporate - $500 

For details on new membership or to renew one, please 

contact us through +255689111313 or 

info@naturetanzania.or.tz   
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UPDATES AND NOTICES! 
 

Update 3: Collaboration with the government of 

Tanzania and partners 

Nature Tanzania believes in stronger partnerships for successful 

nature conservation in Tanzania and beyond. We have 

successfully signed an MoU for collaboration with Albertine Rift 

Conservation Society (ARCOS), BirdLife International, Crane 

Conservation Germany (CCG), Maasai Pastoralist Development 

Organization (MPDO-LARETO), Mpingo Conservation and 

Development Initiative (MCDI), NABU, Nature Uganda, Rwanda 

Wildlife Conservation Association (RWCA) and Tanzania Forest 

Conservation Group (TFCG). Discussion for collaborations 

through MoU are ongoing with the following; UDSM, University 

of Dodoma (UDOM), Nature Kenya, Tanzania Wildlife Research 

Institute (TAWIRI) to mention a few.  

As part of our collaboration with the government of Tanzania, we 

were honoured to support the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Tourism in the development of reporting on the population 

status of AEWA-listed (native) and non-native waterbird species 

in the agreement are for the period 2013-2018. 

Update 4: Grey-crowned Crane, More awareness 

needed! 

Efforts to conserve the Grey-crowned Cranes in the Kagera River 

are ongoing. Mr. Leonidas Momburi, our volunteer based in 

Kyerwa is doing a good job monitoring the birds and raising 

awareness to local government leaders, community members 

and students.  

In June 2020, Mr. Momburi was able to meet with local leaders 

during the general assembly at Mabale hamlet which is part of 

Murongo Village. It bounds Ibanda-Kyerwa National Park Main 

gate. Thirty eight (38) people attended the meeting. In the 

meeting, Mr. Momburi introduced the ongoing topic on 

conservation of Grey Crown Cranes that will be based on the 

community itself to conserve the Cranes. Community members 

were very interested and assured full support on monitoring and 

conservation of Grey Crowned Cranes.  

Commenting after the awareness meeting, Mabale hamlet 

chairman said “we are very grateful to receive this knowledge and 

information about birds. We now know the importance of birds 

and are committed to ensuring they are conserved”. 

Incidence on fractured juvenile Grey Crown Cranes at Mabale 

hamlet 13/06/2020 

In the field, Mr. Momburi found the juvenile of a family that he 

has been monitoring unable to fly. After investigating, its right 

leg was broken on its upper part adjacent to the main body.  

 So it couldn’t move from where it was. The possibility of its injury 

was suddenly fallen from the tree or sudden step on the tree and 

get broken but also doughty to some cattle keepers to throw some 

stones on it. Around the area, the bird’s family was near to the 

place but on top of the tree.  I had to take the injured juvenile to 

ask for more knowledge to my fellow conservationists of Rwanda. 

But also consult Mr. Werner and Neil Baker for more assistant. 

 
The fractured Grey-crowned Crane unable to fly or move. 

 

On the following day, Mr. Momburi got some information from 

some vets on what do first, unfortunately, he found the juvenile 

crane that was enclosed already dead.  Further investigation and 

information from some of the cattle grazers, confirmed that the 

bird was beaten by cattle grazers with a big stick when the bird 

was feeding on grasses. Mr. Momburi called the cattle grazers, 

educated them and now, he always do day to day trip to visit them. 

“I will continue raising awareness of youths and community 

members in my area so that these beautiful birds are conserved,” 

said Mr. Momburi. To support this project and for further 

information please contact us through 

projects@naturetanzania.or.tz  

Update 5: Project and program development! 

We are working closely with BirdLife International, NABU and our 

partners fundraising for projects and programs. The following 

projects are currently being implemented by Nature Tanzania. 

i. Institutional capacity building project funded by NABU 

(March 2019 – March 2022). 

ii. Community Revolving Fund (CRF) project at Lake Natron 

Ramsar Site. 

iii. Grey-crowned Conservation project funded by NABU and 

CCG (May 2020 – June 2021). 

iv. IBA Monitoring in Tanzania project funded by the African 

Bird Club (ABC) (July 2020 – June 2021). 

v. Biodiversity Monitoring (BiMO) in the Eastern Arc Project – 

proudly funded by Nature Tanzania members (August 2020 

– July 2023). 
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Update 6: Community Revolving Fund at Lake Natron! 

Nature Tanzania is happy to take over the management of the 

Community Revolving Fund (CRF) project at Lake Natron Ramsar 

Site from BirdLife International. Established with funding from the 

Darwin Initiative to BirdLife, the CRF aims at supporting women, 

men and youths to grow their income through soft loans. Lake 

Natron is the most important breeding site for 75% of the global 

population and 100% of the East African population of Lesser 

Flamingo (Phoeniconaias minor), classified as Near Threatened. 

 

The CRF is an innovative approach involving a seed fund where 

small community groups involved in ecotourism related 

businesses or businesses with a positive impact on wildlife, 

borrow funds for business growth and repay it with 5% interest 

after a period. The fund is designed to be sustainable and self-

financing through small interest fees and therefore scalable. Over 

time the fund increases and therefore reaching more people. CRF 

is currently implemented at Ngaresero village under the 

coordination of our local partner, the Engaresero Eramatare 

Community Development Initiative (EECDI). 

A total of Tshs. 19,758,505 was sub-granted to EECDI. Tshs. 

19,250,000 was disbursed to loan beneficiaries in May 2019 (1st 

batch) and September 2019 (2nd batch) and as of July 2020, the 

CRF has grew by 17.1%. A good direction. Third (3rd) batch loan 

beneficiaries will be enrolled by the end of July 2020. Considering 

the COVID-19 impacts, businesses to be supported are those that 

depend on local markets. As part of the project’s commitment to 

catchment restoration and conservation, loan beneficiaries are 

required to plant and monitor at least 10 indigenous trees. More 

than 7,500 indigenous trees have been planted so far 

contributing to catchment restoration and conservation. 

 
BirdLife/Nature Tanzania handing over the CRF sub-grant to EECDI 

We have learned a lot and we are happy to share this successful 

model with partners and the government for replication in similar 

sites. As a wayforward, fundraising for upscaling the CRF, reach 

more villages and to support communities build resilience from 

the COVID-19 impacts is ongoing in collaboration with BirdLife 

International and partners. To support this project and for more 

information please contact us through info@naturetanzania.or.tz  

 BIRD ID QUIZ 
How is your bird ID capacity? Please try to identify the following birds. 

Pass this to your friend and motivate them to go out more and learn 

about birds. ENJOY! 
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Lark Plains – A birders paradise 

By Per Holmen 

There is one place that every birder living in Arusha, or visiting Arusha, 

needs to visit and that is the famous Lark Plains. The key bird to see 

there is the endemic Beesley's Lark, Chersomanes beesleyi, of which 

there may be as few as 100 left, and all in this small area. The bird has 

not been found in any other places, despite much searching.  

 

What few people are aware of is the high number of other exciting 

and near endemic species on the plains itself as well as in the nearby 

dry country Acacia woodlands. Lark Plains is located by the small 

village of Engikaret, about 45 kilometres north of Arusha, along the 

Namanga - Nairobi road. It is a protected area and one needs to 

contact the local Maasai (Saruni) and make arrangements to go 

birding there. A nominal fee of TSH 30,000 (about $13) per person is 

payable to enter the plains and you need to pay the local Maasai 

guides TSH 20,000 (about $9) per group in guiding fees as well.  

 

You make an appointment in advance and aim to be there very early 

in the morning. If you take the Namanga road, you will see the plains 

on your right and there is also a sign at the turn off. Drive about 1 

kilometre down this road and then make a left turn down a tiny track. 

Park your car at a little spring and scout for the Maasai on the plains. 

The Maasai have most likely found the bird for you already so just 

start walking towards them and they will show you the bird. I have 

never missed or 'dipped on' this bird on my many trips there and the 

bird is usually found within 5 to 10 minutes. Be aware that the Maasai 

only know one bird, so if you want to find the other birds, you need 

to bring a local guide.  

 

Ask your local guide to focus on some of the other birds located 

there: Athi Short-toed and Short-tailed Lark are a little harder to find 

but, with a little patience, your guide will probably find them. Other 

birds resident on the plains itself includes Chestnut-banded 

Sandgrouse, Secretarybird, Kori Bustard, White-necked Raven, 

Common Ostrich, Fischer´s Starling, Capped Wheatear, Taita Fiscal, 

Red-capped Lark and Eastern Chanting Goshawk. During the 

migratory season, Northern, Pied and Isabelline Wheatear, Pallid and 

Montagu´s Harriers, Red-tailed Shrike and others may be found.   

 For another rich site, go back to the car and drive off the plain and 

turn towards the main road and go slow until just before the main 

road. Make a right here on the side road and scan the tiny bushes 

for Northern Crombec, Hidebrandt´s Starling, Rosy-patched 

Bushshrike, Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Ashy Cisticola, White-bellied 

and Southern Grosbeak Canary. Also keep a look to the plains on 

your right for Temminck´s Courser. I have several time seen flocks of 

up to 10 of these birds here.  

 

 
Northern Crombec 

 

If you offered to give Saruni a drive in your car back to his boma, ask 

him kindly to bird the Acacia woodland next to his boma. Even 

though it might be getting hot by now, you will find some really nice 

dry country specials like White-headed Buffalo-Weaver, Red-

throated Tit, Banded Parisoma, Grey-capped Social Weaver, White-

headed and Blue-naped Mousebird, Grey Wren-Warbler, Northern 

Red-billed and Von der Decken´s Hornbill, Foxy Lark, White-bellied 

Go-away Bird, Abyssinian Scimitarbill, Red-fronted Prinia (Warbler), 

Gorgeous Sunbird, Black-faced Waxbill, Rufous Chatterer, Kenya 

Sparrow, Chestnut Sparrow, Greater Kestrel, Speckle-fronted Weaver 

and Northern White-crowned Shrike and many more.  

     
Beesley’s Lark (L) and Yellow-bellied Eremomela (R) are some of the birds found at Lark Plains, A 

SDGs related to Nature Tanzania’s work 
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Lark plains, birders paradise - Contd. Page 6 

Around noon, head back to the car, have lunch under one of the 

Acacia trees and relax a bit.  To extend your birding day, drive 

back to the main road, go towards Arusha and stop at the little 

Maasai village called Oldonyo Sambo. Park next to the market 

and walk down to the ravine. This is probably the easiest spot in 

Tanzania to find the Schalow´s (Abyssinian) Wheatear. Many of 

the birds in the Acacia woodland at the Lark Plains can also be 

found here, like Red-throated Tit. Both Lyne´s and Rock-loving 

Cisticola have been spotted there, and other common birds 

include Streaky Seedeater, Red-fronted Barbet, White-fronted 

Bee-eater, Lesser Honeyguide and Long-billed Pipit.  

 

Many of my guests have a few more target birds to get and my 

last stop is Lake Duluti. The turn off is just after a petrol station in 

Tengeru. Drive down the dirt road and pull in to the first “local 

bar” on your right. There is always a breeding colony of Taveta 

and Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weavers there. It is a beautiful spot 

to relax with a cold drink with fantastic views of the Weavers. Lake 

Duluti have a lot of other birds to offer, but requires a walk 

around the lake. Key birds for the visiting birders will be Grey-

olive Greenbul, Rüppell´s Robin-Chat, Brown-breasted Barbet 

and Hartlaub´s Turaco. The lake has plenty of water birds 

including a number of Kingfishers. 

 
Taveta Weaver, Lake Duluti, Arusha 

The suggested itinerary described above is one day of my 2-week 

Usambara package. See holmen-birding-safari.com for more info 

and pictures. Per Holmen is a keen member of Nature Tanzania. For 

a full list of birds registered at Lark Plans send e-mail to 

holmenp@gmail.com.  

 Tanzania is the MOST important wintering site for 

White-throated Robin (Irania), Irania gutturalis.  
 

By Ester Matingisa  

Tanzania is truly a bird paradise with over 1100 bird species and 

more than 30 endemics. Tanzania is an ideal destination for bird 

tourism and an important place for conservation of birds and other 

biodiversity. Tanzania is an important wintering and stopover for 

migratory species. Irania being one of the Palaearctic migrants 

arriving in Tanzania in November. 

 

 
A male White Throated Robin (Irania) in typical pose low down 

inside thorn bush. 

Tanzania is the most important wintering site for Irania. It is listed 

as a Least Concern by International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN). They breed in the warm temperate zone of western 

Asia and migrate to East Africa during Palaearctic winter. The 

whole population migrates south through a narrow corridor in 

Ethiopia and Kenya to winter in SE Kenya and the dry central 

plateau of Tanzania. The male and female sexes are distinct, with 

males having a patterned black, grey, white and orange-rufous 

while females mainly grayish brown. Both sexes have a black tail. 

They are solitary, but often in loose wintering concentrations and 

small groups may occur on migration. They feed on insects, which 

includes adult and larval beetles, ants, small grasshoppers also 

centipedes, spiders and occasionally berries. 

Their breeding range is between 37° and 66° East and North of 27° 

and covers approximately 930,000 km² from Turkey in the West to 

Kazakhstan in the east (Harrison 1982). On passage through 

Ethiopia and Eritrea, the corridor is between 36° 30’ and 43° East 

(Ash and Atkins 2009) with very few records from North-West 

Somalia (Ash and Miskell 1998). There is only a single record for 

Sudan (Nikolaus 1987) and none for Uganda (Carswell et al. 2005). 

In their breeding range, they occur in open country, scrub with 

sparse trees on mountain slopes and in the forest edge. From 

lowland up to 2000m rarely up to 2350m. (Harrison 1982). In their 

wintering range, they are found throughout the dry central plateau 

where Acacia-Commiphora woodland predominates. 

 

 

Contd. Page 9 
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White-throated Robin (Irania)  

 
Contd. Page 8 

Numbers winter in Kenya north and east of the Central Highlands 

from 300 meters above sea level (msal) to 1500 masl avoiding the 

coastal strip. In Kenya, wintering records are from only 36 atlas 

squares and some of these may have been birds on passage 

(Lewis and Pomeroy 1989).  Pearson et al. (2014) detail the 

capture of 9,089 birds at Ngulia in Tsavo West National Park 

between 1969 and 2012. It is likely that all of these birds were on 

their way to winter in Tanzania. Britton (1980) states that the few 

records from Tanzania are from the NE and Olduvai. Observations 

forwarded to the Tanzania Bird Atlas show a far more widespread 

wintering range covering 68 atlas squares throughout the dry 

central plateau to as far South as the Usangu Flats in Ruaha 

National Park and as far West as the Serengeti National Park and 

the Singida plateau (See figure 2 below). The range in Tanzania is 

approximately 170,000 km² roughly twice the size of the 

wintering range in Kenya at 80,000 km². 

 
A map of Tanzania showing wintering sites of Irania. 

Palearctic migratory birds including Irania have suffered a 

substantial decline over the past 30 years due to habitat 

degradation in the breeding and wintering range (BirdLife 2020). 

Habitat degradation in their stop-over and passage sites is also 

alarming. A need for more coordinated monitoring, protection of 

their wintering, passage and stopover range should be a regional 

priority. With the above information about this beautiful bird, 

next time you go out in the field or birding please make sure you 

also lookout for this beautiful bird. 
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BIRD WALKS IN AMANI NATURE RESERVE (TANGA) 

AND UDSM (DAR ES SALAAM) 

 
Bird walks at Amani Nature Reserve, Tanga 

 
Bird walks at University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM), Dar es Salaam 
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The amazing dragonfly migration the falcons that 

follow it! 
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A few of these Amur’s have started their long flight back to Russia 

& China and you can check out the migration tracking maps on 

www.satellitetracking.eu for example here is the map for an Amur 

falcon called Barak. 

 
The migratory path of the Amur falcon. Green represents 

breeding grounds and blue represents non-breeding feeding 

grounds. By L. Shyamal – Own work, CC0, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29983125 

For more articles from Ethan Kinsey, visit 

https://safariguiding.com/ 

Biodiversity Monitoring (BiMO) Project 
Contd. Page 4 

Biodiversity conservation is facing many challenges. Science-

based evidence and information are needed to address these 

challenges and to prioritize resources and time. Action to address 

conservation issues must be based on sound science, long term 

data and trends. Bird taxa is widely accepted as an excellent 

indicator of ecosystem health, a tool for biodiversity monitoring 

and understanding environmental change.  

 

In contributing to the generation of data and information to 

inform conservation efforts, Nature Tanzania and the University 

of Dar es Salaam (UDSM), Department of Zoology and Wildlife 

Conservation will implement a long-term biodiversity monitoring 

project in the Eastern Arc Mountains in Tanzania starting at the 

Amani Nature Reserve, Tanga region. There will be different sites 

with different sizes and human intensities, they will include 

primary, disturbed and human-dominated areas.  

 

Using mist-netting and point count methodologies, the project 

will study ecology, behaviour, movement and population 

dynamics of birds in the Eastern Arc Mountains. The project will 

also focus on the ecological services of avian, particularly 

pollination. All potential avian pollinators will be monitored 

within the forest and surrounding farmlands. Apart from trapping 

birds and ringing, permanent transects will be established 

emanating from the forest for farmlands. Other objectives will be 

adapted as time, resources and capacity allow. 

 

 Together with monitoring, transfer of knowledge, skills and 

experiences are also the project central objectives. The project will 

make a platform where students, volunteers, nature conservation 

practitioners and biodiversity experts will meet and further birds 

research and conservation in the country. As part of capacity 

building to students, youths and volunteers, guest researchers and 

managers will be invited to deliver on-field lectures and talks. A 

preliminary field visit to select specific sites is planned for early 

September 2020. 

 

The project will link with regional and international bird ringing 

projects for information sharing and collaboration. We will share 

data with interested people and institutions. Data and information 

from this project will be integrated into the national database at 

COSTECH whereas the database for avian pollinators will be 

maintained by the UDSM and shared with the national Bioanuai 

database at TAWIRI.  

 

Annual final report will be produced at the end of every year. These 

will be submitted to the Annual General Meetings (AGM). 

 

How to support this project! 

This project needs your support to be sustainable. You can support 

this project in 2 ways; 

a. Become a member 

By becoming our member, your annual membership fees will be 

used to support this project. 

b. Donation 

You can support us implement this project through a donation. 

Every dollar donated to this project is valuable and will be taken to 

support this project. You can also provide the materials needed for 

this project (see table below). Furthermore, support for specific 

activities i.e. tree planting and to expand this project to the other 

Eastern Arc Mountains or beyond can be discussed and accepted. 

Table 1: Materials needed for execution of BiMO project. 

No Materials and 

equipment 

No. Materials and 

equipment 

1 Bird ringing kit and 

rings 

2 Mist nets 

3 2 Cameras 4 10 (10X42) Binoculars 

5 2 GPS 6 10 Raincoats 

7 

10 Tents 

8 10 sleeping 

matress/pads 

9 2 gas cookers and 

refilling 

10 Camp chairs 

11 

Camp tables 

12 Solar lantern/ 

headlamps 

13 Field guides (birds, 

plants, insects, 

reptiles, etc.) 

14 Rainboots 

15 Food for 15 people 

*21 days* 4 times a 

year 

16 A motorcycle for field 

logistics. 

For joining our membership or donating, please contact us 

through projects@naturetanzania.or.tz  

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29983125
https://safariguiding.com/
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